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Ladies and gentlemen,

I wish to welcome you to Joensuu and to this very actual and interesting seminar also on my behalf.  

First I take an opportunity to very briefly introduce you, especially our foreign guests, to the region of Kainuu, my home region:  Kainuu is the northern most and most sparsely populated of the regions of East Finland (see the picture). Kainuu is situated on the eastern border of the European Union – we have 260 km common border with Russia and also an international border crossing point of Vartius.

The enhancing of the development of information society on the Russian side of  the border, in Russian  Karelia, is one of the priorities of the development. This is attained at for example in the framework of  co-operation organisation of Euregio Karelia. The Interreg and TACIS programmes of the European Union are important funding instruments.  

Broadband policy is a very actual topic of discussion also in Finland. For example in Kainuu the lack of communications connections is a real problem outside of centres. We are eagerly waiting for national and EU’s new policies. 

The Act on the Regional Self-Government Experiment in Kainuu was passed by the Finnish Parliament in February 2003. The experiment will begin 1 January 2005 and the experiment will last until 2012. 

The regional self-government experiment In Kainuu will be a landmark in Finnish history; for the first time on the Finnish continent, a democratically elected Regional Council is granted administrative power that has traditionally been the domain of the State Administration.  

Regional administration will decide on the allocation of resources allotted to the experiment in the national budget. The region will have remarkably increased responsibility for its own development.

At the same time, responsibility for welfare policy and educational services will be transferred from the individual municipalities to the Region.  

The highest decision making body is the Regional Council. The members of the Regional Council will be elected for a four-year term by direct ballot. The first election will be arranged at the same time with the municipal election in October 2004.

Further the planning of the experiment has gone, the more important the role of the information networks has appeared to become in attaining its objectives. Because of the experiment Kainuu has become an interesting pilot region that is believed to interest also the European partners.  

(more on regional experiment, see www.kainuu.fi/kainuunliitto/hallintokokeilu > self-government experiment in English)

Ladies and Gentlemen. Thank you for your attention!

