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The Finnish Objective 1 and 2 Programmes

-
Eastern Finland’s Objective 1 (691 000 inhabitants)

-
Northern Finland’s Objective 1 (350 000 inhabitants)

-
Southern Finland’s Objective 2 (820 000  inhabitants including transitional areas)

-
Western Finland’s Objective 2 (1 225 000 inhabitants including transitional areas)

-
In total 3 086 000 (60% of the country’s population)

Strategic implementation

In general all the Finnish Programme areas have confronted losses of people due to an out-migration and a low birth rate. Recently, however, this negative trend has become slower and there are already some sub-regions that have an increasing number of inhabitants. Same time the development in the number of working places has been positive in many regions due to the improved economic situation generally in Finland.

The improvement of regional attractive factors and creation of working opportunities have been common features in the Programmes in concern. Compared with the previous Programming period the strategies and measures are more focused in the current Programmes. The role of the Programmes as development instruments as well as programme-based approach have also strengthen in the current period.

Implementation rate 

The implementation of the Programmes is proceeding as scheduled. The commitments (in total 20 089 approved projects) made within these Programmes represent 48,7% of the total EU funding available for the period of 2000-2006 (which is 1,450 billion euros in total for seven years). At the same time the actual payments made for the projects were 885 million euros in total. 

Concerning a follow-up of the indicators in the Programmes there can be found some relatively encouraging results especially in terms of created or secured working places.

However, much work is still needed to increase the number of working places for women and entrepreneurship both generally and women-owned entrepreneurship in special. Also more focus is needed in mainstreaming the principle of equal opportunities in the people’s awereness as well as in the practical programming work. 

Programming period of 1995-1999 

During the first programming period, 30 000 projects were completed in Finland. They contributed to the creation of 60 000 jobs and the founding of some 10 000 new companies. 625 000 Finns took part in various training and advisory projects. Key themes of the projects included developing skills and business operations, increasing employability, preventing exclusion, improving the environment and diversifying the rural economy.
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